<8 HONEYMOON ISLAND &>

In 1938, Clinton [ —
E:Ir;desi Islu:d for
?2.5.1'“ F

ecided 1o uffer the '_ '
use of the idyllic |
island fo newlyweds | P!NE
who couldn't afford f cou
a honeymoon. A
friend from Life
magazine put the
story on ﬂme wires, |
and the idea spread
rapidly, Requests iy
from prospective | = a-a-;aup qunlmm
honeymooners
came in from all over the nation. Eventually the ||ﬂle honeymoon
mmmﬂlw consisted of two rows of h?iy cottages and o 30‘]
mess ha

When the first couple arrived on Morch 30, 1940, newsreel peuple
were on untl und Honeymoon Island became nuhonul news. Givic
grnups u over the coun held [0 Iesis fo se ad ﬂevdyw for the
nneymonn on the now nmuus island. By the end of the
firsl season, J ug MY 250 tnuT es from 100 cities had honeymooned
on the Islan ur:h 194 puhlmty had spread world-wide.
Honevmuuners umva d by train and were taken to Dunedin's dock
where they boarded a launch for the trip to the island. Sports
tanmts everllng bonfires and sing-alon egs and dmlnﬂ vnlh of er
uu ept th e nne uuners occupi W ly, the be inning of

I1in December, 1941 brought the Honeymoon Island ideq fo an
end. In 1942, (]evelund Ohio defense manufacturer leased the
island to use it as a resort for ifs workers.

Storm and wind slowly erased the honeymoon compound, and in
195566?00'656133m sold the island to ALV, [Ym\ns CEO of Arvida Corp.,
r $600,000.
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First recorde IRz

lundowners of the (leurwutgr owner of the
Fort Harrison Hotel buys

northern end of Hog S a s a

lslund; onlv one He elnilrednoﬂd end o

owner setiles there. 0g Island, and is

suspected of using it for

a [UIIII'I.II'II'I]HQ OPBIUIIOH

1921 (prohibition).

A hurricane washes
out the low-lying area

1933
in the middle of Hog Haley sells island to
Island effectively syndicate of Tampa
creating two separafe businessmen.

islands.

1938

1940

Washburn decides to
offer use of the island
to newlyweds who

The island is sold to CM.
Washburn for $25,000.

1942

can't afford o A Cleveland, Ohio defense
honeymoon. The contractor leases the islond
(learwater Lions Club as a resort for work-weary
ogferis] '3 build a palm- employees.

thatched cottage; -

other organizafions $P4% 101959

Storm and wind slowly
erase the honeymoon
mmﬁuund, and in 1956
Washburn sells the island
to A.V. Davis, CEO of
Arvida Corp., for
5600,000.

B 1958
Davis sells the island fo a
South Carolina syndicate,
and contracis fo build o $2
million causeway fo the

island which will be deeded

build more. Called
Honeymoon Island,
the project appears in
national newsreels. By
Labor Day, 1940, 50
cottages and a dmmg
hall have been used
by 250 couples. Civic
Eroups nafionwide
ave held contests to
select couples for the
two-week honeymoon.

1960’ to Dunedin.

After various complex |

financial and polifical | 1974

problems, the projectis | On December 17, the
mmpIeIed on a limited | ontlu Cabinet votes to

the island for $251/2
causeway, the beach, m lion. This purchase will
and a few include Caladesi Island: the

condominiums. 1 'Z' A slate park is born.

basis, comprising a



